Our Children – SANJA ILIĆ I BALKANIKA
music: Sanja Ilić, Tanja Karajanov
lyrics: Danica Krstajić
arrangements: Darko Dimitrov
Our Children
The world is ours, you just keep on dreaming.
Look at the Sun,
Happiness is achievable, grab it.
It starts today, for us. 
The world is ours and the time is slowing down when… you’re with me.
The world is ours and I wake up with a smile because… you are here.
Everything is clearer, the Sun is brighter.
The world is ours and our children are creating a better world with us.
Sanja Ilić & BALKANIKA, performer of the song “Our Children”
For years, the band “Sanja Ilić & BALKANIKA” is creating and increasing the popularity of the Balkans in the world. Author and bandleader, composer Aleksandar Sanja Ilić, is ensuring that the group assembles musicians who play old instruments from the Balkans and he’s trying to blend them into a modern pop-rock sound. The music style of Balkanika is the original sound combined with the elements of the world music based on the powerful native rhythm of the Balkans mixed with modern approach and sensibility.
In the past few years, the band organized very successful concerts in Moscow, London, the USA, Canada, South Korea, India, Pakistan, Egypt, Mexico, China, Belgium, the Netherlands, Poland, Slovenia, Austria, Tunisia, Algeria, Montenegro, Bosnia, Turkey, Romania…
Originally the band consisted of nine musicians (6 instrumentalists, one male, and two female vocals). They were later joined by two trumpeters and one female vocal. Female ethnic vocals and powerful male rock vocal, combined with electronic sound and ethnic Balkanic instruments give a modern sound that can be heard for the first time on the band’s recordings. Their sound can be described as both global and Balkanic. On this year’s Beovizija they will perform the song “Our Children”. 
ALEKSANDAR SANJA ILIĆ, the author of the music and lyrics for the song “Our Children”
Aleksandar Sanja Ilić was born in Belgrade. He has been in the music world since he was a child and he made his first professional steps at the age of 12 when he composed “Uniforms”. The song was performed at TV Belgrade by actor and singer Dragan Laković. In the remote year of 1963. Dragan Laković gave him a chocolate box and to this day he considers it his first prize.
When he was 16, he entered the national selection for “European Song Contest” and became one of the youngest composers ever who participated in the national selection of ESC. The song “Poet of Peace” was sung by Lola Novaković in Skopje.
His first successes as a composer and instrumentalist were in his student days when he gathered a band “Dream”. Real success came with festivals and records when Sanja’s songs were performed by the best Yugoslavian singers. He received rewards at all Yugoslavian festivals, and in 1982. he won the national selection for “European Song Contest”. He went to Harrogate, in England, with the band „Aske“.
In 1984. the song “Princess”, performed by Dado and Sladjana, became the number one hit of the year, and then of the decade, and a few years ago it was chosen as the best Yugoslavian duet of the 20th Century. Along with the festivals, he’s composing music for theatre, movies and TV series.
Sanja’s band “Balkanika” performed on all seven continents. This is the best way to represent Serbian cultural and music heritage to the world. Sanja Ilić has the status of a distinguished artist; he is a member of GEMA, AFUN (Academy of Motion Arts and Sciences) and the Association of Composers of Serbia and has been a member of the board several times. With Balkanika he is continuously performing at concerts all over the world.
TATJANA KARAJANOV ILIĆ, the author of the lyrics for the song “Our Children”
She was born in Leverkusen, Germany, in 1974. She lived in Novi Sad for a long time. She has been living and working in Belgrade for the last three years. Music is a part of her therapeutic work. Studying sound and frequencies and exploring the effect of music on human psychophysical condition, since 2010, she actively creates therapeutic music. She made two albums: "Music of the Spheres" and "Wisdom of the Forest", which belong to the World Music genre.
After studying economics and sociology, Tatiana Karajanov started with homeopathic studies. She completed four-year studies at the Belgian Center for Classical Homeopathy (CKH) in Novi Sad, a two-year study at London's International College of Classical Homeopathy (LICH) in Belgrade and a master study of the Bombay Academy of Advanced Homeopathy “The Other Song”.
She has 13 years of homeopathic experience and is a lecturer at the "Hahnemann" homeopathy school in Novi Sad. In addition to her homeopathic practice she is actively engaged in music and has so far held numerous concerts of meditative author music.
Acquaintance and marriage with composer Aleksandar Sanja Ilić brought cooperation on new musical projects. Tatjana is co-author of the song "Nova Deca" (“The New Children”), which the “Balkanika” will perform at Beovizija in 2018.
She is currently studying psychology at Singidunum University, Faculty of Media and Communications. 
