OBPATAKE
[TPEACEJHUKA PEITYB/IMKE TOMUCJ/IABA HUKOJIMhA
[I0BOZIOM OBEJIE2XKABAHA
CTOTrOANIIHBULE UCKPLUABAKA CPIICKE BOJCKE HA JOHCKA OCTPBA KP® U BU/I0
Kp®, Ctapa nanara, 18.04.2016. 21h

[ToBesby moyacHor rpahanuHa Kpda npuxBatam ca 3axBajsiHolihy y nMe CBUX
rpabana Cpbuje, y MMe mOTOMaka My4YeHHKa U jyHaKa, HallUX NIpeJaka Koje cTe
NPUMUJIM Kao IITO ce y Kyhy npuMa npujatesb, poj, 6par.

XBasia BaM, Aparu KpdsbaHuy, Ha 4acTH KOjy CTe yKa3aju MOjUM CyHapOJHULIMMA.
OBa noBeJba je Nopyka npujaTes/bCTBA Mehy HaMa Koje ce YMUTaB BeK IIPEHOCH Ca jeJlHe

Ha JIpyTy reHepariyjy 4 NocTaje BpeMeHOM CBe CHaXKHHUje.

Jlparv rpuky npujaTesby,

Jparu npegcraBuuny CaBesHuka y [IpBoM cBeTCKOM party,
Baia BUCOKONPeOoCBeIITEeHCTBA,

['ocnoauHe npegceaHuye onwtuHe Kpod,

['ocriof0 oduLMpy M KaZleTH CPIICKe BOjCKe,

[TomrToBaHU MOTOMIM CJIABHUX CPIICKUX PATHUKA,

Jlame u rocnojio, 6paho u cectpe,

[IlyHux cto roauHa 3a Cpbe je cBaku joJia3ak Ha Kpd xopouaurhe. I[Noxogumo
CBOjy NpOLLJIOCT Y3BUIIEHY Yy CTpajamy U xepojcTBy, cehamo ce odeBa W [ef0Ba,
MYy4YeHHUKA U jyHaKa INoJjeJHaKo. Jep rOTOBO Jla HeMa CpIICKe MOpOoJAMLe YUjU NpesaK
HHUje OMO J1e0 OBe enoIeje, FOJroTe, CTPAIIHOT UCKyLIekha U yCKpcHyha U3 paHa, r1aj,
CMpPTH, [le0 OBe jeJUHCTBEHEe HUCTOPUjCKe NPHUIIOBECTH KOja je JIMYHA IOBEeCT CBaKe

cprcke Kyhe v KosileKTUBHO naMheme jeiHe HaLyje.



3a Cpb6e je mosnazak Ha Kpd M BesnKH Yac HUCTOpUje, HAjOJUCTABHUjU €0
NOpOAUYHOT Hacseha Koju ce oBZie, HA OCTPBY Koje je CHMOOJI TyTe U craca, IpeHOCH ca
olla Ha CUHa, ca MajKe Ha Khep.

YpesaHo y Haie 6uhe, ume octpBa Kpd usrosapa ce ca HajpehuM nouroBameM
¥ Jby6aBJsby. Ca 3axBasiHOIIhY.

[lepuksie je pekao Aa TajHa c10060/ie Mo4yKuBa y xpabpoctu. U3HoBa Gupajyhu
cnoboay v ofibujajyhu 1a ce mokope CUJIHUIMMA, [ia Ce MPe/iajy, Halllk PeLy 0CTalu Cy
BEPHU HJieJIMMa KOjUu Cy y IPETXOAHUM BEeKOBUMA U3rPaJWu TPajHy 0COOHUHY JbYAH Ca
Halux npocropa. Hajsag, ,KapakTtep yoBeka je teroBa cyzi6MHa”, y4u Hac XepakJuT.

Huje MU Teliko, 4 TO je jeJUHO ILITO ja MOTY, ZJa IOHOBUM UCTOPHjCKE YNHEHUILE,
XJIaJlHe ¥ oiMepeHe KaKBe U Mopajy Aa o6yay, o nyty of, Cpouje 1o Kpda.

[lyT cTpajawa npeuuio je, U A0 ajnbaHcke obase cTurjo, npeko 150 xupaja
CPIICKMX BOjHHUKA, 0k0 100 Xxusbajia IUBUJIA, 23 XUJbaJle ayCTPOyrapCKHUX 3ap00/beHHKA,
10 xupazsa kowa. Ca CBOjoM BOjCKOM U HApOJOM XOJaJU Cy OCTapesu Kpasb, PEreHT,
BJIa/la, CKYNUITHHA, a y CHETy U JieZly 110 cTa3aMa U BpJieTUMa OCTaJIo je HEeYKOINaHO Ha
XUJbaJie JbyIU.

[Ipusop cTpajamwa, peduTHje OJ, MEHe U OJ CBaKe YMIbeHHIle, OIHUCA0 je
uTaavjaHcky opunup Ilaoso Hopaanu y fokymeHTy UTanujancke MopHapule u3 1917.
noJ, HacJoBOM ,3a CpIcKy Bojcky“ (uutupam): ,CBU Cy JIMCTOM KPEHYJHU 3a CBOjOM
BOjCKOM y HajTparu4yHujy oJi CBUX OMTAKa, CBU Ca jelHAKUM XepOojCTBOM paTHUKa. /la 1
he uko nkag Mohu Jja onuile CTpaBUUHU U3TJie[, Te OeCKpajHe Mace Koja ce Kao IJInMa,
on feuemb6bpa 1915. 1o janyapa 1916. ciuiia Ha ayibaHCKe obaJie...

HujenHo monpuiite 6UTKe HUje 3alaMTHJIO OBOJIUKY MaTHY, TOJUKE CTpallHe
MyKe, HUTH je Moryhe 3aMUC/JIWMTH HIITA LpHEe W FPO3HUje OJf U3rjela TUX JbyAHU
00J/10’k€HUX MPJ/bAaBLITHHOM, U3pakbaBaHUX AYTUM XOJ0M, 3apaKeHHX HajoJABPaTHUjUM
60s1eCTHMMa, a UMaK TaKO CTPAXOBUTO KUBUX Yy TeJUMa y pacnajamwy... O xepoja Koju
cy aeuem6bpa 1914. npoTtepaau u yHUIITUIU [lohopekoBe apMajie, y HbUXOBUM TeJIUMaA
HUILITA BHIIE HUje OGUJIO KMBO CEM JAylle, LUTO je ¢ NPe3UpoM ojbaluBala U caMy
NOMHCao Ha cpaMHy npezajy. [lpen cuenHama aroHuje Kpo3 Koje Cy NpOJIasuiIH,
MCIMcasa ce Tpareauja Aylle YUTaBOT Hapo/Ja IITO je, Aa 6U u3berao obpyd oKynaTopa,
KpeHyoO jeJUHUM MOryhuM IyTeM cracema, oJi FpaHuULia CBOje 3eMJ/be Ka MOpPY, Y Mapll

KOjU Cce MPeTBOPHO Yy Tpar yMUpyhux u MpTBUX. BeslMuaHCTBEHO XepOjCTBO Kao Ja ce



3TYCHYJIO U CBO cakeJsio Y GU3MYKO] TpareJuju cBakora oJi kbHUX", 3aBplliaBa CBOj ONHUC
nyH caocehamwa U MB/bewa UTaNUjaHcku ounup [laoso HopaaHu.

Ca ob6ana AnbGaHuje [0 HTa/JMjaHCKUX OCTpBa, A0 buseprte, Mapcesba,
Bpungusuja, Kpda, noyesa je opraHM3oBaHa caBe3HUYKa aKlMja CllacaBakba CPICKe
BOjCcKe W u3berJior HapoAa. buo je To jeaaH oj HajBehux MOMOPCKUX MOJyXBaTa UKaAa.
OpnyyHa gunJioMaTcka akiuja napa Hukosaja Jpyror PomanoBa faa ce Cp6u Mopajy
CHacTH, oJJiyKa QpaHLyCKe BJaJie KOjy Cy MOJp)Kajie U OCTaJjie 3eMJ/be CaBe3HUIE:
Pycuja, bputanuja u Utanuja, noToM npunpeMe U peaavsanuja, yauHuse Cy YATaB OBaj
NOAyXBaT jeZJHOM O/ HajBehnX XyMaHHWTApHUX aKl[Uja Y UCTOPHjU paTOBama.

Cpbuja 3ayBek NaMTH YKyNHYy NOMOh M J00OpOTy caBe3HMKa, HUKaJa He
3ab6opaBsba BLUXOBY nocBeheHocT aa ocnocobe Kpd 3a mpuxBat Cpba Kojux je 6uJI0
BUIIEe HEro >UTe/ba CaMOT OCTpBa. 3axBa/byjyhu [00poj (paHIyCKO-eHIJIECKO]
capajpM, peJlaTUBHO Op30 je opraHu3oBaHa MeAWIIMHCKA NoMoOh, CHabjeBame,
MCXpaHa U oAMop.

Cp6u cy Kpd HazBasu ocTpBoM cmaca, Bujgo octpBom cMmpTtu. [aag,
UCLPIJbEHOCT, 60JIECTH, BHIIe OJi CTOTUHY YMpPJIUX CBakKora JaHa, W 3ajeJHUYKa,
jeqMHCTBeHaA IMJaBa rpobHulla. He 3Ha ce TauyaH 6poj, He 3HA ce MMe CBAKOT 0J TUX
CTpajia/IHUKa KOjU Cy 3ayBeK OCTaJIu caxpakwbeHH y TyheM Mopy, TaMo JajieKo 0J; CBOT
cesa, ox Cpbuje. [lo Taza Jby/icka UCTOpUja HUje BUAesa TakaB rpob. ,CBeTa Boja“,
pehu he MunyTtun bojuh 3a Joncko Mope.

[locToju Heka 4dyaHa cHara y MoM Haponay. IlpoHasnase je y cBeTocaB/by, y
necetepuy, Meby ycranunuma, y ctuxy bypuHoMm, u BpaHkoBoM, u 3MajeBOM, U
FberoueBoM, y HapoAHUM MpeJakbuMa U MUTOBUMA Y3 KOje Cy oJpacTasy, y cehamwy Ha
IbUBY, )K€HY, CBOje 4eJl0, Y Be3aHOCTHU 3a 3eMJbY U 3PHO KUTA, JAPBO U BUHOIpPaAJ, y
MUPUCY XpPaCTOBHHE Ca OTHUUITA, Y MEeCMHU KeTeJsalla U Kocaya, y APBEHOj Orpaju U
kyhu o Hab6oja.

[IofMrHyT Ha HOTe CBOjUM HEYHUIUTHBUM AYXOM, je/iBa npesapaBuo, CpouH je
Ha Kpoy neBao o yexkwu U Jby6aBH, UT'PA0 KOJIO, OKPETA0 CJIAaBCKU KoJiay.

JeaHo je mpexuBeTH, cacBUM Apyro kuBeTu. CHara y Cp6uHa je He camo Ja
HajCTpaLIHU]jy TOJTOTY NPeXUBH, Beh Aa )KuBu!

3aTo je peopraHuM3oBaHa, yTpeHUpPaHA U PpPaHIUyCKHUM MyLIKaMa HAOPY»KaHa,
cpncka Bojcka Beh yjecen 1916. moGesoM 3aBpuinia 6UTKYy Ha KajMakdyanaHy u

He3a/IP>KUBO jypHYJIa Jla 0CJ1I060/1U CBOjY OTalIOUHY.



Jparu npujaTtesby,

Kpd je, y cBecTu Hauier Hapojia, cMMOOJI TpPOjCTBaA ca KojuM ce pabamo u
YyMHUpEMO: CTpaZama, criaca u Haze.

Ctpaganu cmo Ha Kpdy, jep cMo Ha lhbeMy ocTaBU/IM 28 BOjJHUYKUX IPoOasba, jep
cy octpBo Buzo u [11aBa rpo6HMLIAa BEYUTH [JOM eCETUHU XU/baJla CPIICKUX BOjHUKA.

Cmacenu cmo Ha Kpdy, jep je mocsie noB/iauemwa CpIcKe BojcKe U Hapo/a MPeKo
asbaHckux W muaHuHa LlpHe Tlope, oBo ocTpBo ojpeheHO 0J caBe3HHKA Kao
NPUXBATUJIMILTE, JIEUUJIMIITE U OJAMOPHUIITE 3a IJIABHUHY CPIICKe BOjCKe, a CeJULITe
CPIICKMX MHCTUTYLHja. Y TOM BaxKHOM nepuofy, 1eo Kpd je HakpaTko moctao cprncka
kyha y kojoj je 6becnpeKOpHO OpraHn30BaHO QYHKIMOHUCAKkEe U CyBEPEHaA, U BJaJle, U
HapoJiHe CKYIIUTHHE, U [PXXaBHOI Tpe30pa, LIKoJie, LITaMIle, LpKBe, [1030pUlITa -
pedjy, CBUX eJleMHaTa [p>KaBHOCTU U MOHapXHje.

Jo anpuna 1916. rogude Ha Kpdy ce npukynuio 151.828 BojHMKa M LIMBUIIA.
Cy>XUBOT je ucrpensietTao MHore cy/i6uHe uy 'pka u Cpba nojjejHaKo U3rpaJiio CBECT
0 TpajHOM NpHjaTe/bCTBY ABa HapoJa. [locToje cBefouancTBa Aa Kpdpspanu Cpbe namTte
He caMO Kao M3MYy4YeHe KHMBe KOCType KOju JUINY U X0/ajy, Beh Kao Hapo/ Koju meBa
KaJla My je HajTexe.

CayyBaJsiu cMO HaAy y JbY/ACKY A0OPOTY, jep cMo ycnenu Aa yoenumo Kpdsbane
Jla ce He MJialle IITO UM HEMO3BaHU [[0J1a3UMO y T'OCTe, Aja heMo Jja 0CTaHEMO KPaTKo,
JIOK 0°KMBHUMO Y KpeHeMO y 3eMJby Kojy Beh MMaMo HacsieheHy o[ CBOjuUX Jie[ioBa. Jep
CMO yCIleJIF U BJIaZie CAaBe3HUUKUX JP>KaBa, eHIJIeCKy BJIaJly Npe CBUX, /la yOeAUMO KaKo
CostyHcku poHT Tpeba mpo6UTH U Aa heMo MU TO Aa ypaJiMMO ca CBMMa WUJIY CaMHU. Jep
CMO ycneJsiu Aa yoeiuMo camu cebe fa heMo fia ce Bpatumo y Cpoujy y K0joj je cauyBaH
OMJIOLLKU HYKJIEYC, U KOjy BpeJy rpaiIuTH N3HOBA.

BekoBHU cpICcKU cl060JapCKy WAeanu cadyyBaHU cy oBJe, Ha Kpdy: cprncka
BOjCKa HUje KamuTyJupasa, Mo LieHy Hajsehux »kpTaBa cayyBaJjia je cebe, CBOjy 4acT,
HapoJ U APKaBHOCT.

[laMTUMO CBOjy rojroTy, 4yyBamo cehawme Ha CTpajame ajd M 3aXBaJIHOCT
caBe3HUIMMa U )uTe/brMMa ocTpBa Kpd, koju cy miakaau Haj HaLIOM CyAOMHOM U 6e3
yuje fo6poTe He 6u 610 Mmoryh Backpc Cpouje.

Bu cTe, Aparu npujatesbu, caBe3HULM U3 [IpBor cBeTckor pata u Kpdsbauu, neo

CJIaBHE CPIICKE UCTOPHje KOjy yUMMO C TOHOCOM M MaMTHUMO ca 3axBasiHolnhy. He yuumo



je camo u3 yii6eHHUKa. YYUMO je 0Ji 3HAHUX U He3HaHUX, oJf PocTtaHa, BuHaBepa, bojuha,
Bunuukor, o [luca u Hymuha, o necHuka, civkapa, otorpada v kuHeMaTorpada, of,
Helno3HaTuX ¢pyJialla U rajaaunia, Tpybadya 1 xapMOHMKallla, U3 pUya Koje ce mpeHoce
ca KOJIeHa Ha KOJIEHO.

360r MckasaHe jeJUHCTBEHe XyMaHOCTH Yy CHacaBamy BEJMKOT Opoja MOjux
cyHapojHuKa 1916. rogruHe 1 360T HECEOUYHOT FOCTONPUMCTBA KOje Cy MoToM ocehasu
cBe BpeMe Jio npob6oja CosyHckor ¢ppoHTa, ojanukoBao cam OmnmtuHy Kpd BHcOkuM
oasvkoBamweM Peny6srke Cpouje - CpeTemhCKUM Op/IEHOM NPBOT CTEMEeHa.

Heka oBO oasiMuje Moje JOMOBUHE CBeJ0YM 3a BEUHOCT O 3axBaysiHOCTH Cpb6a
CBOjUM TpYyKUM mpujaTe/buMa. Heka oHo 3a Kpd Oyne Hajienmu cuM60s1 Hauuer
6paTckor ofHOCa, Kao WTO je 3a Hac Kpd cumbos cTpajamwa U BackKpca, XyMaHOCTH
caBe3HMKa U 100poTe JoMahuHa.

Jparu Kpd/panu, xBasa BaM LITO ce ca Jby0aB/by U MOLITOBakEM cehaTe HalIUX
npeAaka U BUXOBUX rpo6oBa. YyBajTe Cpbe Koju mouuBajy y Baiuoj, [pukoj 3eM/bu U

BallleM, JOHCKOM MOpY.

REMARKS
BY H. E. MR. TOMISLAV NIKOLIC, PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SERBIA,
ON THE OCCASION OF MARKING
THE CENTENARY OF THE SERBIAN ARMY DISEMBARKATION ON THE IONIAN
ISLANDS OF CORFU AND VIDO

CORFU, OLD PALACE, 18 APRIL 2016, 9:00 P.M.

On behalf of the people of Serbia, on behalf of the descendants of martyrs and heroes, our
ancestors whom you welcomed in the same fashion one welcomes their friend, their kith and
kin, their very own brother to their home, | gratefully accept the Charter of the Honorary
Citizen of Corfu.

Thank you, dear dwellers of Corfu, for the honour bestowed upon my compatriots. This
Charter is a message of friendship between us, the friendship passed for one hundred years
from one generation to another, and growing stronger with the passage of time.

Dear Greek friends,

Dear representatives of the First World War Allied Powers,
Your Eminences,

Dear Mayor of the Municipality of Corfu,

Dear officers and cadets of the Serbian Armed Forces,
Esteemed descendants of the illustrious Serbian warriors,
Ladies and gentlemen,

Brothers and sisters,



For as many as one hundred years, any Serb’s arrival to Corfu has been a pilgrimage. We go
down the lanes of our past, exalted in suffering and valiance, we remember our fathers and
forefathers, the martyrs and heroes alike. For one would have their work cut out if they
attempted to find a Serbian family whose forebear had nothing to do with this epic, this
Calvary, the abominable trials and revival in the face of wounds, starvation, death, an
ancestor who did not constitute part of this unique historical account woven into personal
narratives of each Serbian home and intertwined with the collective memory of a nation.

As they arrive to Corfu, the Serbs are met with a major history class, the jewel in the crown
of the family heirloom, handed down, on this isle symbolizing grief and salvation, from
father to son, from mother to daughter.

Instilled in the Serbian essence, the name of the Island of Corfu is pronounced with the
greatest respect and love. With gratitude.

Pericles said that the secret of freedom lies in bravery. By refusing to yield to the powerful
and choosing freedom over submission time and time again, our ancestors remained
committed to the ideals that had moulded in the centuries past the permanent feature of the
people inhabiting our region. Finally, Heraclitus has taught us that “the character of a man is
his fate”.

I do not find it hard to reiterate the historical facts, cool and measured, as they must be, about
the journey from Serbia to Corfu, this being the only thing I can do.

Over 150 000 Serbian soldiers, around 100 000 civilians, 23 000 Austro-Hungarians taken
captives and 10 000 horses walked the trail of suffering and reached the coast of Albania. The
aged King, the Regent, the Government and the Assembly walked alongside their army and
people, leaving behind thousands of uninterred people in snow and ice, along remote paths
and crags.

In a 1917 Italian Navy document titled “For the Serbian Army”, the Italian officer Paolo
Giordani illustrated this sight of suffering far more eloquently than I could describe, or far
better than any fact could depict (I quote): “Everyone with no exception headed in the suit of
their army to the most tragic of all battles, with the bravery of a warrior. Will anyone ever be
able to describe the chilling sight of that endless mass that surged like high tide towards the
coast of Albania, between December 1915 and January 1916...

Neither has history witnessed a battle-site filled with such suffering, such horrible pains, nor
is it possible to imagine anything more gruesome and shocking than the state of those people
enveloped in dirt, covered in injuries testifying to their long walk, suffering from the most
atrocious diseases, and yet so admirably alive inside their decomposing bodies... Their heroic
bodies, that in December 1914 expelled and destroyed Potiorek’s armed forces, no longer
gave away signs of anything living but the soul, which resentfully dismissed the very thought
of shameful surrender. The sights of agony encountered along the road that led them away
from the grip of the occupying forces, shaped the tragedy overwhelming the soul of the entire
people that headed for the only possible road of salvation, away from the boundaries of its
country, out to the sea, to join the march that turned into the trail of the dying and the dead.
Magnificent valour seemed to thicken and collect in the physical tragedy of each and any one



of them”, reads the account of the Italian officer Paolo Giordani, filled with sympathy and
admiration.

The coast of Albania, the Italian islands, Bizerte, Marseille, Brindisi and Corfu all saw the
beginning of the organized allied mission to rescue the Serbian Army and the civilian
refugees. That was one of the major naval undertakings ever. A decisive diplomatic action
resulting from the resoluteness of Emperor Nikolai Il Romanov to rescue the Serbs, the
decision made by the French Government that garnered supported from other Allies: Russia,
Great Britain and Italy, and the subsequent preparation and implementation helped this whole
undertaking become one of the largest humanitarian actions in the history of warfare.

Serbia will always remember all the assistance and kindness with which it was treated by the
Allies, it will never forget their endeavours aimed at enabling Corfu to accept the Serbs who
outnumbered the inhabitants of the very island. Medical assistance, provisions, food and rest
were organized within a reasonable period of time, owing to the good Franco-British
cooperation.

The Serbs named Corfu the Isle of Salvation; in sharp contrast, they named Vido the Isle of
Death. Hunger, prostration, illness, more than one hundred people dying every single day,
and a shared, common blue sea tomb. The exact number and the names of all the victims who
remained forever buried in alien seas, far away from their native village, from Serbia, is not
known. Such a sea tomb was unprecedented in the history of mankind. Milutin Bojic would
later identify the lonian Sea with the “Holy Water”.

A strange strength emanates from the Serbian people. It can be traced in the cult of Saint
Sava, in decasyllable, among the Uprising participants, in the lines of Djura Danicic, Branko
Radicevic, Jovan Jovanovic Zmaj and Njegos, in popular lore and myths they grew up with,
in the memory of their field, their wife and child, their attachment to their soil and a grain of
wheat, a tree and a vineyard, in the scent of the oak wood burning in the hearth, in the song
sung by harvesters and reapers, the wooden fence and the mud- thatch house.

Back on their feet owing to their indestructible spirit, barely recovered, the Serbs sang on
Corfu about nostalgia and love, they danced the kolo and cut the Patron Saint’s Day bread.

It is one thing to survive, it is another thing to live. A Serb’s strength inspires him not only to
survive the most frightful Golgotha, but also to live!

It is for this reason that as early as in the autumn of 1916, the marshalled, well-trained
Serbian Army, now armed with French guns, emerged victorious from the Battle of
Kajmakcalan and charged irrepressibly towards the liberation of its homeland.

Dear friends,

In the consciousness of the Serbian people, Corfu symbolizes the trinity we are born with and
we die with: suffering, salvation and hope.

We experienced suffering on the Corfu Island, for 28 military graveyards were left behind us,
for tens of thousands of Serbian soldiers found their final resting place on the Island of Vido
and in the Blue Sea Tomb.



We experienced salvation on the Corfu Island, for following the retreat of the Serbian Army
and people across the Albanian and Montenegrin mountains, this island was earmarked by the
Allies for a reception site, a home to the convalescent and a resting place for the major
portion of the Serbian Army, and for the seat of the Serbian institutions. Throughout this
significant period, the Sovereign, the Government, the National Assembly, the State
Treasury, the school, the publishing activities, the church and the theatres, in a nutshell, all
the elements of statehood and monarchy, their activities running smoothly, settled on the
entire Island of Corfu, which became a temporary home from home for the Serbs.

By April 1916, 151 828 soldiers and civilians were marshalled on Corfu. Their coexistence
intertwined many fates and instilled in both the Greeks and the Serbs the awareness of the
permanent friendship between the two peoples. There are testimonies to the fact that the
inhabitants of Corfu remember the Serbs not only as tormented living skeletons that breathe
and walk, but also as the people that sings when their morals have reached a nadir.

We preserved our faith in human kindness, for we managed to persuade the inhabitants of
Corfu not to be afraid by the fact that we came uninvited, that our sojourn would be of a short
nature, until we recover and head for the country bequeathed by our forefathers. For we also
managed to convince the Governments of the Allied countries, the British Government in the
first place, that an offensive should be mounted at the Salonica Front and that we would do it,
either aided by everyone or by ourselves. Because we managed to reassure ourselves that we
would return to Serbia, the keeper of the biological nucleus, and to Serbia worthy of being
rebuilt.

The centuries-long Serbian ideals of liberty were preserved here, on Corfu: the Serbian Army
did not capitulate; at the price of major losses, it managed to preserve itself, its honour, its
people and statehood.

We remember our Golgotha, we will cherish the memory of our suffering, and the gratitude
to our Allies and the residents of the Island of Corfu, who cried over our fate and without
whose kindness the revival of Serbia would not have been possible.

You, dear friends, Allies from the First World War and residents of Corfu, constitute part of
the illustrious Serbian history we study with pride and remember with gratitude. We do not
only derive our knowledge from textbooks. We learn it from the known and the unknown
sources, from Rostand, Vinaver, Bojic, Binicki, from Dis and Nusic, from poets, painters,
photographers and cinematographers, from the unknown fifers and bagpipers, trumpeters and
accordionists, from stories passed from one generation to another.

I have decorated the Municipality of Corfu with the high honour of the Republic of Serbia —
the Sretenje Order of the First Degree, for the unique humane treatment bestowed on many of
my compatriots during the rescue efforts in 1916, and for reasons of selfless hospitality they
were treated with right up until the launch of the offensive in the Salonica Front.

Let this honour, conferred to you by my homeland, be an eternal reminder of how grateful the
Serbian people is to its Greek friends. Let it symbolize to Corfu the gem of our brotherly
relationship, in the same way as we find Corfu to embody the suffering and revival, the
humanity of the Allies and the kindness of the hosts.



Dear inhabitants of Corfu, thank you for commemorating our ancestors and their graves
lovingly and respectfully. Take care of the Serbs residing in your Greek land and your lonian
Sea.



